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DISTRICT ADVOCATES FOR 

STUDENTS TO RESUME 
EXTRACURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 
 

Clovis Municipal Schools has reached out to Gov. Lujan-Grisham, seeking a safe resumption of 
extracurricular activities for District students.  
 
In a recent letter to the Governor, Superintendent Renee Russ communicated that students are 
suffering physically and mentally from the absence of athletics and other extracurricular 
activities, and the ongoing uncertainty surrounding when, or if, they will resume. 
 
“We have patiently adhered to prescribed protocols and restrictions and have simultaneously 
gone to great lengths to minimize the collateral damage this shutdown is having on our 
students,” Russ wrote. 
 
"What we have feared and are beginning to see materialize is that our students and our 
programs are facing unrecoverable loss. Loss that we believe we could mitigate if our students 
could play and participate again, even if they are only allowed to do so on a small scale and in a 
modified format.” 
 
While the decision of how and when activities might resume lies with Gov. Lujan-Grisham, Russ 
and members of District leadership strongly believe it is critical they advocate on behalf of 
students. 
 
A move toward resumption of programs would, Russ said, “restore the trust that has been lost 
as anticipated start dates for various activities have repeatedly come and gone. Our children 
need to believe that we recognize and value their thoughts, feelings, and their individual 
priorities.” 
 
The full letter sent to Gov. Lujan-Grisham on January 14, can be found on page two of this 
document. 
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January 14, 2021 

 
The Honorable Michelle Lujan-Grisham 
Governor of New Mexico 

 
Dear Governor Lujan-Grisham, 

 
Students in Clovis need a reason to remain engaged, to remain hopeful, and to continue to look optimistically 
towards their future. These young people have clung to our spoken promises that they will play again this 
year.  They have done their best for many months to carry themselves with respectful attitudes and with 
determined spirits.   And we have done our best as coaches, sponsors, and educators to model for them the 
behaviors that have been asked of us by our government officials in response to this pandemic.   

 
We have patiently adhered to prescribed protocols and restrictions and have simultaneously gone to great 
lengths to minimize the collateral damage this shutdown is having on our students.  What we have feared 
and are beginning to see materialize is that our students and our programs are facing unrecoverable 
loss.  Loss that we believe we could mitigate if our students could play and participate again, even if they are 
only allowed to do so on a small scale and in a modified format. 

 
More students are experiencing academic failure than ever before.  The face-to-face interaction with 
coaches, sponsors, and teachers and the daily expectation to show up in class in order to show up on the 
field or the court makes a difference in student academic performance.  For many students, the motivation 
to perform in the classroom is directly connected to participation in extracurricular activities. The problem- 
solving skills and discipline they acquire fuels their success both in the classroom and in their lives beyond 
school.  They build self-esteem, become leaders, and learn to persevere.   Contributing to a team also instills 
the prerequisite skills necessary for becoming productive citizens in their communities.   

 
As the shutdown has persisted, we have seen a decline in the mental and physical health of our 
children.  Student anxiety levels are rising as a result of indecision and ongoing uncertainty.   Even a minimal 
return to activities would significantly boost the overall health and wellness of our students.  

 
This one act would give hope to students who have been without hope since March of last year.   It would 
also restore the trust that has been lost as anticipated start dates for various activities have repeatedly come 
and gone.  Our children need to believe that we recognize and value their thoughts, feelings, and their 
individual priorities.  Clovis staff and students have held onto the promise, “We will play again”, and we are 
more than willing to follow any protocols set forth to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone involved 
if we are allowed to do so.  

 
Respectfully, 
 

Renee Russ 
Superintendent 
Clovis Municipal Schools 

 
 

Kyle Snider, President 
Paul Cordova, Vice President 

Shawn Hamilton, Secretary 
Terry Martin, Member 

Cindy Osburn, Member 

 

Renee Russ, Superintendent 
 Joe Strickland, Deputy Superintendent of Employee Services 

Mitzi Estes, Deputy Superintendent of Academic Services & Leadership 
Shawna Russell, Deputy Superintendent of Finance 

 

Board 
of 

Education 

 

Clovis Municipal 
Schools 

P.O. Box 19000 
1009 Main Street 

Clovis, New Mexico 88102-9000 
575.769.4300    FAX 575.769.4333 

www.clovis-schools.org 


